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New Life Chapel Church Statistics 

Weekend Engagement: (June 2025 – May 2026) 

Salvations & Recommitments: 268 

Visitor Packs: 398 

Defence Force Gift Boxes: 30 

New People Joined NLC: 495 (Includes Adults, Youth & Children) 

Volunteers: 298 

Sunday Attendance: Avg: 460   Highest: 599 

Online Attendance: Avg: 441   Highest: 663 

Chapel Kids: Avg:   94   Highest: 135   Total Individuals: 358 

Youth: Avg: 103   Highest: 141   Total Individuals: 504 

Connect Group Statistics: 

Connect Groups: 30 

Pastoral Care Statistics: 

Total Pastoral Contacts: 2902 

Events: 

Oceania Prophetic Conference: 442 

Women’s Ministry Attendance: 277  3 events 

Men’s Ministry Attendance: 315  3 events 
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NLC Media and Marketing 

New Life Chapel WEBSITE 
Views 30K (22.3% increase on previous year) 
New Users 7.2K (18.2% Increase) 
Most Viewed Pages (outside of homepage) 
Oceania Prophetic Conference 4.2K 
About - 2.4K (4% increase) 
Giving - 1.4K (3% decrease) 
Events - 2.1K (983% increase) 
Food Relief Program - 881 (19.9% decrease *Due to launch on New Life Care Website) 
Contact -1.1K (16% increase) 
Traffic Source 
Organic Search (Google etc.) - 6.2K (25% increase) 
Direct (entered web address) - 3.2K (32.1% decrease) 
Organic social media - 491 (44.5% decrease) 
Paid social media - 2.5K (79.8%) 
Referral - 461 (67% increase) 

YOUTUBE 
Impressions - 175,728 
Views - 107,005 (10,160 Not Subscribed/6,856 Subscribed) 
New Subscribers - 224 
Most Viewed Videos 
Is Modern Israel Biblical Israel and Should Christians Support Them? - 86,688 
Watoto Children's Choir - 804 
Session 2 & 3 with Peter Tsukahira - 717 
He is the Great I AM (SHORT) - 677 
Session 6 with Peter Tsukahira - 586 
Top Ranked Locations 
Israel, Australia, United Kingdom, United States, India 
Largest Viewer Demographic (based on user being logged into an account) 
25-34 Years - 31.9% 
35-44 Years - 31.1% 
Female - 38% 
Male - 62% 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Views: 
Facebook: 912.1K (153.1% Increase) 
Instagram: 154.6K (318.8% increase) 
Top Performing Posts (FACEBOOK) 
New Op Shop Is Opening (Reel) 85K VIews/536 Likes/ 133 Comments 
2025 Carols (Photos) 11.4K Views/ 160 Likes/20 Comments 
March Baptisms (Photos) 10.3K Views/177 Likes/14 Comments 
Top Performing Posts (INSTAGRAM) 
Watoto Recap (Photos) 11.9K VIews/536 Likes/ 133 Comments 
March Baptisms (Photos) 10.3K Views/177 Likes/14 Comments 
Conference Weekend Recap (Photos) 8.9K Views/ 4 Comments 
Julius Rwotlonyo Recap (Photos) 7.2K Views/ 160 Likes/20 Comments 

Steve Leane - NLC Media Director 
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Kingdom Builders Partners 

FOUNDATION 
(tax deductible) 

AWRCC 
(tax deductible) 

MISSIONS 
(non tax deductible) 

Teen Challenge Drug & Alcohol 
Rehab Victoria 

New Life Care Food Relief 
Centre & Crisis Resource Hub 

Romania (Equipping pastors, 
leaders & churches) 

Watoto Children’s Home 
Uganda 

Esencia Life Centre - Pregnancy 
Help & Counselling Centre 

EUS (Evangelical University 
Ministry) Serbia 

Youth Alive Victoria Kampala University Scholarship 

Special Religious Education (SRE) IndiPac Fundraising Ride 

98.3 theLight Radio Christmas Gift Giving 

ICEJ (International Christian 
Embassy Jerusalem) 

Roma Community Church and 
Roma Preschool Project Serbia 

Good Friday Easter Outreach 

Bushfire Relief 

Halls Creek Indigenous Ministry 
& Leadership Development 
College 

Foundation Bank Details 
Name: New Life Chapel 
Foundation 
BSB: 063-534 
Account: 10468099 

AWRCC Bank Details 
Name: Albury Wodonga & 
Region Community Care 
BSB: 063-534 
Account: 10377277 

Missions Bank Details 
Name: New Life Chapel 
Missions 
BSB: 063-534 
Account: 10048625 

Kingdom Builders Donations can also be made by scanning the following QR Code and clicking on 
"Kingdom Builders Donations" or referring to our website on the following link. 
https://www.newlifechapel.org.au/giving  Please use either the AWRCC or Foundation Fund 
links, ensuring you include your name for tax deductible receipts. If you are using Direct Bank 
Transfer, please include your name in the description. 

https://www.newlifechapel.org.au/giving
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New Life Care Food Relief Centre 

 2025 2026 5-year total 

Food Relief Centre Recipients (Weekly Avg): 128 134  

Volunteers (Weekly Avg): 20 23  

Volunteer Hours (Weekly Avg): 53 55  

Hygiene Products (Total): 1,680 1,800 7,900 

Frozen Meals Given Out (Total): 3,000 3,500 12,800 

Food Given Out (Total): 32,000 kg 34,000 kg 148,000 kg 

Grocery shops per year: 2,200+ 2,500 10,100 

New Volunteers to Food Relief Team 12 15  

Crisis Resource Hub - Emergency Food Hampers 140 120  

Social inclusion - people coming early for coffee 
and biscuits (Weekly Avg) 

25 30  

 

  Customer Service Team:                                         Foyer Coffee and Chaplaincy Team: 
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Food Relief Centre 
 
Our Food Relief Centre exists to empower and equip low-income households to overcome food 
insecurity. In any given month, we provide support to 250 households. Our participants come 
weekly, fortnightly, or monthly. Participants are welcomed into a friendly environment, and each 
week around 30 people come early for a coffee and biscuit, and chat to our Coffee and Chaplaincy 
team. 

New Life Care runs a nutrition-centric program, offering not only shelf-stable items, but also fresh 
produce and bread. Our program complies with the five pillars of the Victorian Government 
Healthy Food Relief Guidelines. Our free supermarket model allows us to give each participant a 
unique grocery shopping experience, and participants can obtain items that their household 
needs. 

Over the last twelve months, we have seen an increase in participants, and through the 
generosity of those who give to this program, we have been able to meet the current need. 

The team has worked really hard to make our program inclusive and accessible. We have 
information in multiple languages, and we have icons on our signage to make the food relief 
centre easy to navigate for our community members who are culturally and linguistically diverse. 
We now offer a low-sensory timeframe each week (from 1:30pm until 2pm) for families who may 
have young children who don’t cope with busy environments. 

This year, we have been blessed by having some new team members who do very specific tasks 
such as social media, photography, and administration. A huge thank you to everyone who 
contributes to this vital initiative. 

What others are saying about this program: 
“The food relief centre is great, and it helps out with the weekly needs of my kids and my 
grandkids who live with me. I’ve met some lovely people through the centre. I look forward to 
going each week, and having a hot drink with my friends before doing my groceries.” - Wodonga 
participant 
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Crisis Resource Hub 

The Crisis Resource Hub was established to support local agencies, government departments, 
and NDIS providers, who often work with households requiring immediate assistance with 
groceries and other household items. 

This year, we have provided hampers to many single parent households, people with disabilities, 
and those fleeing domestic violence. The Crisis Resource Hub has provided over 120 hampers per 
year across the last five years. Participants receive shelf-stable food, their choice of milk and 
cereal, and some frozen food. Households are then referred to our weekly food relief program, 
where they can receive ongoing support with groceries and also connect with our Foyer Coffee 
and Chaplaincy team. 

This initiative has grown over the last 12 months. The Crisis Resource Hub now has a dedicated 
team that volunteers on a Thursday afternoon every fortnight. They create hampers for the 
following weeks and also maintain the cupboard. We have also created a flyer to assist local 
agencies with information and opening hours. 

What others are saying about this program: 
“The Crisis Resource Hub is a very valuable service, especially for the women that we work 
alongside who are experiencing domestic violence and who need to suddenly relocate their 
household.” - Local Wodonga Agency 

“The Crisis Resource Hub is an incredible and invaluable service for those families who have 
found themselves in very difficult circumstances, and are really struggling to make ends meet.” - 
Local Albury Support Agency 

  
 

Thank you - We would like to thank every person who has contributed to the running of the Food 
Relief Centre and Crisis Resource Hub. Your donations and contributions allow us to make a real 
impact on the lives of people who struggle in life; sometimes momentarily and sometimes on an 
ongoing basis. The difference that we are making is significant. 
Trudi Singh  
Community Care Leader 
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New Life Care Response Initiatives 

Corryong: During the bushfires in January 2026, many households in and around Corryong were 
affected by the loss of property, loss of income, road closures, as well as other impacts such as 
smoke and extreme temperatures. We were aware of what other agencies were providing in the 
area regarding food supply and other needs. When we heard that there was a shortage of 
toiletries and household cleaning items in the area, we worked together with Michael from 
Corryong Baptist and developed a plan to fill this need. We were able to create 80 hygiene 
hampers with 8 items in each. Ally Boehringer, Lisa Pretty, and Hannah Pretty worked together 
to create these packs. 

Michael Trewin picked up these hampers and delivered them, providing half of the packs to 
Corryong Baptist and the other half to Pastor Carol, who runs the Foodshare outlet. The 
recipients were very grateful to receive these items. We were able to meet their needs in a very 
practical way. 

 

  

 
Fire Trucks: We had a request from a fire brigade from NSW for morale-boosting packages for 
three fire trucks. Often when firefighters are called out to fight fires, an immediate response is 
required and the team has not had a chance to grab something to eat. Fighting fires requires a 
huge amount of energy and the firefighters are often reaching for jelly snakes and muesli bars. 
Any equipment placed in trucks needs to be very compact, and we provided small crates filled 
with the requested supplies, as well as hand sanitiser and sunscreen. We also provided a large 
supply box filled with items for their base so that the small crates in the trucks could be refilled 
when needed. 
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Christmas Gift Giving 

This year New Life Chapel donated 1050 gifts to agencies and charities across Albury, Wodonga, 
and Wangaratta. We had a slightly different strategy this year. Our purchasing teams, who spend 
the donated cash, were instructed to buy gifts of a higher dollar value, especially for teenagers. 
Therefore, there were slightly fewer gifts than last year, but the same dollar value.  
 
This year we supplied gifts to the following agencies:  

- Child Protection Albury 
- Child Protection Wodonga 
- Child Protection Wangaratta  
- New Life Care for selected Food Relief Centre clients 
- Centre Against Violence for the women that they support  
- Upper Muray Family Care for the foster carers in our community 
- Centrecare South West NSW based in Albury for selected families 

 
We saw incredible generosity from the congregation at New Life Chapel, and every gift donated 
is greatly appreciated. Many emails were received from the leaders of agencies that we 
supported, expressing their deep gratitude for the generosity of the New Life Chapel community.  
 
This year our Give-a-Gift volunteer teams served for over 100 volunteer hours. It was wonderful 
to see young people serving so enthusiastically on these teams.  Volunteers under the age of 25  
contributed more than 50 volunteer hours. 
 
Trudi Singh  
Community Care Leader 
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Good Friday Easter Outreach  

Our Good Friday Easter Outreach was a huge success this year, reaching around 3,500 people. 

Our team of volunteers were outstanding, and it was so good to come together as a church to 

serve our community. The sun was shining and the Easter eggs were plentiful, but most 

importantly of all, we preached the Gospel message of Jesus. What a joy it was to take our church 

and plant it right in the heart of our city on Good Friday. 

 

Here are a few amazing statistics from the weekend:  

• 20,000 Easter eggs were given out - yes, that is a lot of eggs!! 

• 443 families registered for the event - 298 of these families were first-time registrations, 

which is fantastic. 

• 811 kids participated in the egg hunt - the smiles and excitement on the kids’ faces were 

truly wonderful. 

• 90 families wanted to know more about NLC, which is fantastic. 

• 700 hot cross buns were given out - and they were delicious. 

• 377 children had their faces painted with an Easter-themed design. The face painting 

zone was a hive of activity for sure. 

• 95 volunteers served across the event - I truly love our servant-hearted church 

community! 

• AND the Gospel was preached in the open air by our Youth Pastor, Matt Barton, who 

brought a short Easter message to our community, with seven New Testament Bibles and 

43 “Why Jesus?” booklets given out. The Easter egg bags the children used for the egg 

hunt also contained a "Story of Easter” book plus an Easter-themed activity book that is 

all about Jesus! 

A huge thank you to EVERYONE who served before, during, and after the event. Thank you to 

those who financially supported the event, and thank you to all who prayed for this event.  

 

We love and value everyone’s contribution to making this important community event happen. 

Now that the event is over, please continue to pray for the seeds that were sown in the hearts 

of our community on Good Friday.  

 

Ps Natt Cross 

Executive Pastor 
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New Life Op Shop 

What an incredible response we have seen from so many who have rallied behind the vision of 
the ‘New Life Op Shop’.  

What started as an idea to launch an Op Shop that would help fulfil our vision and extend our 
tent pegs further into the community soon became an exciting project, with many people joining 
the vision. 

As we, the Business Connect team leaders, gathered, we asked the question: “How amazing 
would it be for the business community of our church to underwrite the first year’s startup costs 
of the Op Shop so that it would be established sustainably and never become a financial burden 
on the church?” 

We then extended the opportunity for others to join the vision, and to date (24 May) an 
incredible $94,800 has been donated towards the project. 

In addition to this financial support, we have also seen extraordinary generosity through donated 
services and resources, including: 

• $5,000 in legal services 
• $3,900 in signwriting 
• $500 towards aprons/printing 
• More than $130,000 worth of fixtures and fittings generously gifted by local stores 

We have also been blessed by many skilled people who have volunteered their time and 
expertise, including builders, painters, cabinet makers, and tradespeople who have all helped 
bring this vision to life. 

The vision we saw, of many people bringing their gifts, talents, time, energy, and resources 
together… has now become a reality. 

It has been especially exciting to see more than 20 capable volunteers already sign up to serve 
within the Op Shop. I am incredibly thankful for Machelle Parslow and Rachel Schubert for their 
gifts of administration and design skills, their “can-do” attitudes, and their strong work ethic in 
helping establish this 750-square-metre community initiative. 

Opening on Monday 1 June 2026, with the official launch celebration on Saturday, 20 June 2026, 
we look forward to seeing the impact this ministry will have within our community. 

The hand of God’s favour has truly been evident throughout this entire project, and we believe 
this is only the beginning of the difference the ‘New Life Op Shop’ will make in our region. 

Humbled and grateful,  
Leigh Wolki 
New Life Op Shop 
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Boom Conference 

Dear Kingdom Builder, 

Boom Conference 2026 was a powerful and faith-building experience for our young people. 

Across the week, we saw teenagers encounter God, grow in confidence in their faith, and respond 

to His presence in meaningful ways. 

One of the most significant moments that occurred was on one of the nights back at our 

accommodation. What began as simple acoustic worship turned into an unplanned move of God. 

We worshipped together for over two and a half hours, with many teenagers being filled with 

the Holy Spirit - some speaking in tongues for the first time and others having deeply personal 

encounters with God. It was a powerful reminder of the hunger this generation has for Jesus. 

Throughout the conference, students engaged deeply in worship and sessions, built strong 

connections with leaders and peers, and had space to ask questions, pray, and respond to God. 

Youth Testimonies (Snippets) 

“I encountered God in a way I never have before.” 

“Worship changed everything for me.” 

“I’m leaving with a stronger faith than when I arrived.” 

Financial Summary 

November Sausage Sizzle (after expenses): $3,172.34 

Sponsorship & Subsidy Contributions: $15,333.31 

Total Raised: $18,505.65 

These funds helped cover conference costs and travel expenses, and ensured that students were 

able to attend regardless of financial barriers. 

Thank You 

Thank you to each and every one of you who contributed financially, prayed, and supported our 

youth. Your generosity helped create space for teenagers to encounter Jesus and be impacted in 

lasting ways.  

With heartfelt appreciation, 
Ps Matt Barton 
Youth Pastor 
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IndiPac Fundraising Ride 

In March 2026, Marty Cross set out to ride across Australia in the Indian Pacific Wheel Ride - a 
self-supported ultra-endurance cycling challenge stretching from Fremantle to Sydney across 
more than 5,000 kilometres. 

Riding through extreme heat, long isolated roads, sleepless nights, headwinds and physical 
exhaustion, Marty took on the challenge not only for the adventure and personal endurance but 
also to raise funds and awareness for people in our community facing hardship, illness and 
difficult circumstances. 

Through the “Cross Challenge”, funds were raised for: 
• New Life Care Food Relief Centre and Crisis Resource Hub, 
• Albury Wodonga Regional Cancer Centre Wellbeing and Support Programs. 

As the journey unfolded across the Australian outback, the ride began to inspire a growing 
following of supporters online and within the community. Many people connected not only with 
the physical challenge itself but also with the heart behind it - helping families and individuals 
doing it tough. 

Throughout the ride, Marty often shared that one of the main reasons for taking on the challenge 
was simple: to help people. “Growing up, we were taught to work hard, have a go, be good to 
people, and don’t miss church on Sunday. These things have shaped my life.” 

Unfortunately, due to a developing hamstring injury and work commitments that prevented 
extended recovery time, Marty was unable to complete the full distance. However, even though 
the ride ended earlier than planned, the impact of the journey did not. 

With the support of family, friends, church members, local businesses and the wider community, 
the Cross Challenge raised $15,594.00. These funds, received through New Life Chapel and 
distributed between the two supported organisations, will help provide practical care, food relief, 
wellbeing support and assistance to people facing real challenges in life. 

Marty would like to thank New Life Chapel, Pastor Zoran Paunovich, the Eldership and Board, 
staff and volunteers for all their support throughout the ride, and more importantly for the 
incredible work they continue to do within our local community. What they do is making a real 
difference in people’s lives. 

The Cross Challenge became more than a cycling event. It became a reflection of people coming 
together with generosity, encouragement and a desire to make a genuine difference in the lives 
of others. 

To all those who partner through Kingdom Builders and support the ongoing work of New Life 
Chapel — thank you. Your generosity is helping to bring practical relief, encouragement and hope 
to people and families in our community, while also helping bring God’s Kingdom to earth 
through lives being impacted, supported and cared for. 
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Esencia Life Centre - Pregnancy Help and Counselling Centre 
 
Highlights: 

● Significant increase in appointment and client contact hours from 2023/2024. 

○ 21% increase in pregnancy support appointments. 

○ 38% increase in pregnancy loss appointments. 

○ 98% increase in general counselling appointments. 

● Counselling hours have increased at a similar rate to the previous year and have doubled 

since 2023/2024. 

● Online counselling provision has expanded, particularly for abortion grief, reaching 

women interstate. 

● Counselling service has expanded to include general counselling for anxiety, depression, 

addiction, relationship, abuse, and trauma.  

● Approximately 128 hours of pregnancy counselling (including loss counselling) were 

provided free of charge.  

● Both principal counsellors have undertaken ongoing professional development courses. 

● First newborn baby workshop held in partnership with The Mama Coach: 

○ 5 expecting mothers attended. 

○ Follow-up mothers group held with 7 mothers and babies attending. 

○ Monthly mothers group will continue.  

● New pregnancy support volunteer has been onboarded to support and grow the service.  

● Hosted an educational booth at a Youth festival in Melbourne and provided educational 

resources on life in the womb to thousands of young people. 

● Recent purchase of a property for Esencia to grow its mission, serve more clients and 

secure its future. 

 

Future Outlooks: 

 

● Continued provision of general counselling as well as pregnancy services.  General 

counselling is affordable and helps support free pregnancy services. 

● Increased provision of counselling for women after pregnancy loss. 

● Increased contact and liaison with churches, community groups and medical centres to 

promote our service. 

● Launching in-person trauma-informed groups.  

 

 

Peta Evans 

President - Esencia Life Centre 
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98.3 theLight 

Ministry Impact Report 

98.3 theLight continues to bring hope, encouragement, and Christian faith into homes, 

workplaces, cars, and online platforms across the region through uplifting music, Bible-based 

programming, community engagement, and practical care ministries. 

Throughout 2025 and into 2026, the station has expanded its community presence through 

Outside Broadcasts (OBs), church partnerships, and regional events. A major initiative, “Meet 

Every Supporter”, is being held across five locations — Jindera, Corowa, Beechworth, Albury, and 

Wodonga — helping the team personally connect with listeners, supporters, and new audiences 

across the expanded broadcast region. 

The station continues to receive encouraging feedback from listeners who value: 

• Uplifting and positive music 

• A safe listening environment for families 

• Encouragement during difficult seasons 

• Christian teaching and conversations that point people to Jesus and the hope of God 

 

One of the significant developments this year has been the launch of the 98.3 theLight Careline 

Ministry, providing prayer, crisis support, pastoral encouragement, and assistance in connecting 

people with local churches. Operated in partnership with Careline Connections, the service is 

available daily from 9am–11pm and has become an important extension of the station’s pastoral 

care outreach into the wider community. 

The ministry has also entered a new season of leadership, with three new Committee of 

Management members joining over the past 12 months. Their experience, fresh perspectives, 

and passion for community ministry are helping shape the future direction of the station as it 

builds on more than 30 years of faithful broadcasting. 

The team expressed sincere gratitude for the ongoing prayers, volunteering, encouragement, 

and financial support that continue to enable the station to share faith, hope, and 

encouragement throughout the region every day. 

Richard Campbell 

Operations Manager 
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Special Religious Education (SRE) Report (Excerpt) 

The past two terms have seen significant growth, strengthening, and momentum across SRE in 
the Albury region. It is encouraging to see four New Life Chapel volunteers involved in SRE: Pam 
Schubert, Kevin Ward, Kelly Nicholson, and Eddy John. If you would like to join the team to share 
the hope of Jesus, further information is available. 

Strongest Start Yet for SRE 
2026 marked the earliest SRE launch to date: 

• Of the 11 Albury schools, 7 commenced in Week 4, 
• With the remaining 4 schools beginning in Week 5. 

This significantly reduced pressure on schools and volunteers and demonstrated excellent 
cooperation with principals and coordinators. 

Growth & Expansion 
• Hume Public School SRE launched successfully, with special thanks to Yvette Laing for her 

commitment and vision. 
• Monitoring has also begun for the future Wirlinga Public School, expected to open in 

2028. 

Volunteer Team & Student Reach 
There are currently: 

• 21 volunteer teachers 
• teaching across 40 classes 
• in 11 schools 
• reaching approximately 800 students weekly. 

Special recognition goes to: 
• Pam Schubert, who is teaching 4 classes 
• Yvette Laing, who is preparing to teach 5 classes 

Both continue to serve faithfully and sacrificially. 

Significant time has also been invested in training, mentoring, lesson preparation, and classroom 
transitions for new volunteers. 
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Youth Alive Victoria 

Youth Alive is incredibly grateful for the long-term, ongoing support of New Life Chapel. 
Together, in partnership, we are seeing significant fruit for the Kingdom of God in Victoria and 
beyond. 

Last year, we saw the Gospel preached in person to 35,581 people, with 5,085 salvations in 
response to our Gospel presentations. Youth Alive is experiencing its most fruitful season yet, 
and in 2026, we have taken a step of faith by moving into a larger venue for our statewide 
outreach event at Margaret Court Arena. This will allow room for 7,500 teenagers to be in the 
room. We are believing for a continued harvest of Gospel advancement. 

Youth Alive exists to Reach, Raise, Resource, & Revive a generation with the message of Christ, 
and together, with the support of New Life Chapel, we are seeing this take place not just in the 
city, but right across the state. We have recently conducted our “Undivided” regional events to 
reach many thousands of young people across the entire state. We have had teams heading to 
country areas, partnering with local Youth Pastors to see the Gospel advance in all parts of 
Victoria. The full breadth of what we are seeing take place in this season is only possible because 
of generous giving and partnership from churches like New Life Chapel. Thank you for standing 
with us to win Victoria for Jesus. 

With Love, Dave & Ailen Edgar 

2025 Impact Report 
- 5,085 Faith commitments (first-time decisions and recommitments) (a 20% increase from 2024) 
- 35,581 Individuals presented with the Gospel (a 19% increase from 2024) 
- 1,207 First-time faith commitments 
- 705 Leaders trained (a 19% increase from 2024) 
- 1,800 Bibles given out 
 
Main Event: Melbourne 
- 5,650 Individuals presented with the Gospel 
- 1,184 Faith Commitments (across Main Event and Schools Tour) 
- 241 First-time Faith Commitments 
- 750 Bibles given out 
- 144 Youth ministries represented (up from 124 in 2024) 
 
Schools 
In the week leading up to the Youth Alive Main Event, our team visited a number of schools 
throughout the state. The Schools Tour featured artists and speakers from across Australia. 
- 63 High schools (up from 48 in 2024) 
- 44 School sessions in one week (up from 20 in 2024) 
- 28 School chapels throughout the year 
- 18,000 students (up from 12,000 in 2024) 
- 382 Faith Commitments 
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Youth Alive Undivided North East 

Dear Kingdom Builders, 

We are so grateful for your generous financial partnership that makes events like Undivided 
possible. 

Thanks to your support, we were able to keep the registration fee at just $5 per teenager. This 
low cost covered all activities, food, and drinks for the night, removing financial barriers so that 
as many young people as possible could attend and encounter Jesus. 

Undivided – Friday Night Highlights: 

• 380+ young people gathered from across our region 
• Young people from five different denominations came together in unity 
• 50+ volunteers from multiple churches served with joy and excellence 
• 56 salvations responded to the gospel message 
• 25 of those were first-time commitments to Jesus 
• 48 Bibles were given out to young people 

It was a powerful night where many teenagers experienced and encountered God for the very 
first time. Lives were touched and forever changed. None of this would have been possible 
without the faithful giving of Kingdom Builders like you. 

Your investment is directly reaching the next generation and helping us build a strong, united 
youth movement across the Albury-Wodonga region. Thank you for believing in this vision and 
for your ongoing partnership. 
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With gratitude, 
Pastor Matt Barton  
Youth Alive Albury Wodonga 
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Teen Challenge Drug & Alcohol Rehab Victoria 

Since 1971 Teen Challenge Australia has successfully restored young people and adults from the 
devastating effects of alcohol and drug addiction, as well as mental health related issues such as 
self-harm, depression, anxiety and eating disorders.  

We exist to rescue these young men, women, and adults, to restore their lives and to rebuild 
their families. We provide non-residential care, residential rehabilitation, detox, crisis 
accommodation, family support and counselling, as well as prevention and education 
presentations in schools. 

Teen Challenge Victoria provides an environment where people feel loved and accepted. Our 
programs give holistic care that rebuilds every aspect of their lives – emotionally, mentally, 
relationally, and spiritually. 

Established nearly 65 years ago, Teen Challenge worldwide now has over 1400 programs in 140 
nations with 20,000 long-term beds. Each day millions interact globally with our programs. Our 
residential program has been one of the largest and most effective substance abuse recovery 
and prevention programs of its kind. 

Thank you for standing with us and helping bring transformation, healing, and hope to so many 
lives. We appreciate joining you at the steak nights for the men. The men love it. Your generosity 
truly is making a difference. 

Below are two inspiring testimonies from Teen Challenge Victoria. 

Chris had been in university, working in a pub, but his life was a mess. Chris 
entered the Teen Challenge program with significant mental health issues, 
drug addiction, and as Chris says “completely hopeless”. By the grace of God, 
Chris has worked hard on himself and continues to do so. Today he is a valued 
member of staff while completing the Servant Leader Trainee program. Chris 
has now been sober for 2.5 years, and he gives so much of the credit for that 
journey to the program at Adult & Teen Challenge Victoria. 

 
James grew up feeling like the “naughty middle child”, often acting out and 
causing trouble at home. By his early teen years things began to spiral. He 
started stealing, was exposed to pornography, and battled growing anxiety 
that eventually turned to depression. After finishing school James fell into 
drinking and smoking, which quickly became addictive and fuelled a 
destructive lifestyle. James successfully completed the program and has now 
stepped into a servant leadership role. Today, he is free from addiction, 
growing in his faith, and learning how to live with purpose. 
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Halls Creek First Nations Outreach 

Bathroom and Kitchen Renovation 

A heartfelt thank you to all our NLC Kingdom Builders who gave so generously towards the 
$40,000 renovation of the Halls Creek bathroom and kitchen. Special appreciation goes to 
Russell Drowley, and Ric & Rhonda Irvine for their hands-on help in removing the old facilities 
and installing the new ones.  

We are also deeply grateful for the support of Mobile Mission Maintenance (MMM), who not 
only transported the materials but also provided nine additional workers to assist with the 
project. Remarkably, the entire renovation was completed in just three weeks!  

We also wish to honour Pastor Warren McMartin, whose vision and relationship with MMM 
made this project possible.  

Progress photos of the kitchen renovation: 
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Progress photos of the toilet renovations: 

 

 

 



 

34 | Page 

 

 

Bible College 

We are excited to celebrate, in partnership with Planetshakers College, the graduation of 50 First 
Nations Bible College students:  

39 Diploma graduates  
11 Associate graduates  

Many of these graduates are preparing to step into chaplaincy roles within the region, as well as 
positions of leadership within their churches.  

New Frontiers 

During the ACC WA State Conference in Perth in October 2025, Pastor Zoran (NLC), Dr. Clayton 
Coombs (Planetshakers College), and Grant Hobbs (ACC Indigenous National Director) met with 
Indigenous pastors and leaders from across Western Australia’s Top End.  

This gathering was both historic and influential, with many First Nations pastors connecting 
together for the very first time. Out of this meeting, the potential has emerged to develop 
another 50 to 60 First Nations leaders from two additional major regions: South Australia and 
Nhulunbuy in the Northern Territory.  

We also discussed the exciting possibility of launching an annual First Nations Conference, with 
the strong backing of the ACC WA State Executive. 
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Roma Community Church Serbia 

We are very grateful for the generous support given toward the completion and equipping of the 
new Roma Community Church building in Leskovac, Serbia. Over the past months, the building 
has progressed significantly, and we are now in the final phase of preparing the church for regular 
ministry use and the upcoming opening. 

New Life Chapel funds were used for practical interior needs and essential church equipment 
that will allow the building to function properly for worship services, children’s ministry, 
discipleship training, and community outreach. 

The funds are helping provide: 
• Chairs and seating for the main worship hall 
• Toilets, sinks, and bathroom fixtures 
• Toiletries and bathroom accessories 
• Interior lighting and stage lighting 
• Sound equipment, microphones, cables, and speakers 
• Worship and media equipment 
• Preschool and children’s ministry furniture 
• Office furniture and ministry workspaces 

 
At this point, most of the major construction work inside and outside the church has been 
completed, including flooring, walls, insulation, bathrooms, and exterior improvements. The 
focus now is on making the building fully functional, practical, and ready for people to gather 
safely and comfortably. 

This church building will serve not only the local congregation in Leskovac, but also many Roma 
churches and ministry leaders throughout South Serbia through conferences, worship 
gatherings, youth camps, children’s programs, leadership training, and humanitarian ministry. 

We are sincerely thankful for your partnership, prayers, and sacrificial generosity. Your support 
is helping us prepare a place where people from many communities will hear the Gospel, grow 
in faith, and experience the love of Christ for years to come. 
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Roma Preschool Project Serbia 

The Roma Preschool Project in Leskovac, Serbia, continues to make a powerful impact in the lives 

of disadvantaged Roma children through education, spiritual formation, and practical care. Led 

by coordinator Trail Bakić, the project focuses on giving children hope, dignity, and opportunities 

for a brighter future in a community where poverty and exclusion remain major challenges. 

The report highlighted the difficult reality facing Roma families, noting that: 

• Over 95% of Roma children do not finish elementary school 

• Only around 1% continue to high school 

Through the preschool program, children are receiving early education, structure, 

encouragement, and a loving environment where they are valued and supported. The project 

combines spiritual discipleship with educational development and creative learning activities. 

A strong emphasis this season was placed on spiritual growth through daily prayers, Bible stories, 

worship songs, and interactive faith activities. 

Educationally, the children participated in: 

• Alphabet and language learning 

• Mathematics and counting from 1–20 

• Logic and sensory development 

• Creative arts and cultural learning 

• Lessons on family, unity, diversity, and the four seasons 

A special highlight was the testimony of Juca, a four-year-old girl from the preschool program. 

When she first arrived, she spoke very little and lacked confidence. Through consistent prayer, 

care, and education, Juca has flourished spiritually and academically. She now confidently 

communicates, prays on her own, and has remarkably learned the entire Serbian alphabet at a 

very young age. Her transformation has become a testimony within the local community of the 

impact the preschool is having on Roma children and families. 

The team expressed deep gratitude for the ongoing support from New Life Chapel. 

Pastor Misha Bakic 

Leskovac Community Church – Serbia 
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EUS Summer Evangelistic Camp – Bosnia & Herzegovina 

From July 27 to August 3, EUS (Evangelical University Students) held its annual summer 

evangelistic camp at Boračka Jezera in Bosnia & Herzegovina. Around 100 young people attended 

from Serbia, joined by volunteers and ministry partners from the UK and local Bosnian staff. 

The camp theme, “Stone by Stone – Everyone Needs Rebuilding”, followed the story of 

Nehemiah and focused on spiritual restoration, leadership development, and discipleship. Each 

day included Bible teaching, small group discussions, worship, testimonies, prayer ministry, and 

creative workshops such as music, arts, English, and sports. Students also enjoyed outdoor 

activities including canoeing, archery, swimming, volleyball, bonfires, and rafting on the Neretva 

River. 

A significant highlight was the spiritual impact of the camp: 

• More than 10 students made personal decisions to follow Jesus 

• Several students later connected into local churches, and some were baptized 

• Two young men named Nikola were baptized during the camp 

One of the baptisms carried a powerful testimony. One of the young men had nearly lost his life 

in a diving accident at the same location the previous year while still an unbeliever. He returned 

this year, encountered Christ, and was baptized in the very place where he almost died. 

Students shared moving testimonies of transformation: 

“I felt God’s love here on the camp, which challenged me to start to learn more about Jesus.” 

“This camp motivated me to make the important decision to get baptized as soon as possible.” 

“For the first time in my life, I had the chance to speak publicly… I realized that I have a gift of 

public speaking.” 

The EUS team expressed deep gratitude for the prayers and ongoing support from New Life 

Chapel, acknowledging that these camps continue to be a key evangelistic outreach to university 

students across the region. Please continue to pray for follow-up, discipleship, and for students 

to become established in local churches and EUS groups. 

Blessings, and thank you for partnering with us in preaching the Gospel.  

Samuil and EUS team 

EUS Summer Evangelistic University Camp 
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Romania – Eastern Europe 

Oradea – Prophetic Masterclass 

Two weeks of ministry began with ‘Prophetic Masterclass’ sessions in the city of Oradea, 

speaking to the El Shaddai group, with around 200 passionate youth and young adults in 

attendance. Over the past six years, this group has witnessed a remarkable move of God: 

• Over 4,000 young people receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit 

• Hundreds coming to Christ and being water baptized 

• Many healings, deliverances, and even Buddhists and Satanists turning to Jesus 

We ministered from Friday evening (6:00pm – 11:30pm) and continued on Saturday afternoon 

(1:00pm – 5:30pm). Sunday was powerful as we ministered in two churches and saw around 20 

decisions for Christ. 

When I complimented the leaders of El Shaddai, Dani and his wife Amalia, on their beautiful 

eight-year-old daughter, they told me she was their 17-year miracle. For 17 years they believed 

God for a child, despite being unable to conceive, and after all that time, their promise became 

a reality. 

Dani and Amalia with their miracle child and the El Shaddai Team: 
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Arad – Momentum Conference 

Seven days later, over 400 pastors and leaders from six nations (including 14 leaders from 

Ukraine) gathered for the Momentum Conference in Arad. 

The atmosphere was incredible; it was filled with transformational teaching and prophetic 

impartation. 

One woman, whose hearing had deteriorated over many years and who relied on a hearing 

device, experienced a miraculous healing. Faith rose in her heart, and she removed her hearing 

device and heard perfectly for the rest of the conference! 

A special thank you to our Kingdom Builders - we were able to sponsor 20 leaders and their 

families to attend. They were overwhelmed with gratitude and deeply impacted. 

Below left: The woman whose hearing was healed 
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A Historic Moment - Launching AOG Romania 

A significant meeting took place on Thursday afternoon as Pastors Matt Heins, Sean Stanton 

(National ACC Secretary), and Mark Bates (Vic ACC State Secretary) presented an opportunity 

to formally launch the Assemblies of God (AOG) in Romania. 

Across Romania, many independent churches have emerged, birthed by a new generation of 

leaders who have stepped away from the traditional institutional systems. Sadly, the “fathers” 

of those institutions have abandoned these emerging leaders. They have even lobbied the 

government to pass a law stating that an independent church, not connected to a denomination, 

will not be able to operate. In that context, the timing of the AOG launch was nothing short of 

providential. 

A Vision for Transformation 

One of the highlights of this trip was meeting Lee Saville, a former UK lawyer, who has devoted 

the last 30 years of his life to serving the poor and broken in Romania. 

Starting with nothing, he now leads 65 staff working in community care and microenterprise. 

His vision is simple yet powerful: 

• Education 

• Empowerment 

• Employment 

In one ghetto, ranked the 7th most dangerous area in Romania, he ministers to a community of 

6,000 people, with 1,000 actively involved in his programs. The government recently built a $1.5 

million facility and invited him to use it as a pilot model for nationwide replication! 

Lee also showed me a small home where a family lived without heat or running water, and their 

child had been sick all winter because the heater had stopped working. Through our Kingdom 

Builders, we were able to send funds to purchase a new heater and help several other families 

in need. The husband was immensely grateful. 

Lee also runs a Bible College and Leadership Training Centre, accommodating 60 young leaders 

who study the Word and do their internship through his community programs. He is interested 

in exploring a partnership to launch the Planetshakers Diploma of Leadership and Ministry, a 

vision we’ll continue to pursue together. 
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Thank you to every one of our Kingdom Builders and partners who sow faithfully into our 

missions, outreach, and global initiatives. 

Pastor Zoran Paunovich 
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Watoto Children’s Ministry Homes - Uganda 

New Life Chapel has had the privilege of helping renovate one of eight homes in Watoto 
Children’s Ministry. As a result of your generosity, a whole family of eight children has now 
moved into a beautifully restored home that offers greater safety, comfort, and dignity. 

The smiles, gratitude, and renewed hope of these families are a powerful testimony to the impact 
of your giving. Together, we are not simply renovating homes, we are helping create 
environments where families can flourish. 

We look forward to continuing this journey as we partner with Watoto to renovate more homes 
across its three villages and bring lasting hope to even more families. 

1 BEFORE 1 AFTER 

  
 

2 BEFORE 2 AFTER 
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3 BEFORE 3 AFTER 

  
 

4 BEFORE 4 AFTER 

  
 

The renovation consisted of: 
(1) reworked concrete base, (2) modernised kitchen with new counter tops, newly installed sinks, 
taps and functional cooking space (3) completely new bathroom, old plumbing fully repaired & 
drainage improved (4) improved screed smooth finish, coated with protective floor paint epoxy 
layer. 
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Kampala University Law School Scholarship - Uganda 

Collins Sserwadda has been given the wonderful opportunity, through Kingdom Builders, to enrol 
in law school at Kampala University, Uganda. His end-of-year 2025 report from last year was quite 
impressive, especially considering English is his second language. 

His desire is to become a major influence in his nation and to enter politics one day, bringing 
transformational change to Uganda. Kingdom Builders is committed to supporting his tuition 
fees, and we also have an external partner who covers his family’s living costs, and the costs of 
the motorbike below, which helps him commute the 50 minutes to university. 

“Hello Church Family, as I have come to the end of my first semester, I would like to thank you for 
everything you do for me and my family, and for always being there whenever I need you. I’m 
truly grateful for your support, prayers, and care. I hope you know how much it means to me. I 
pray you have a happy Christmas and a great New Year.” Collins Sserwadda 
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Future Projections 
 

FUTURE VISIONARY PROJECTIONS 

INTEGRATED MINISTRY AND COMMUNITY PRECINCT - 6 ACRES 

 
 

On Monday, February 16, 2026, I, Pastor Zoran, had a prophetic dream that has remained deeply 
etched in my heart. In the dream, I found myself standing on an expansive property. Before me 
was not simply a church building, but an entire ministry and community precinct. The church 
was there, along with numerous other buildings, all functioning together as one integrated centre 
dedicated to serving people, strengthening families, meeting practical needs, and advancing the 
Kingdom of God. 

What struck me most was the overwhelming sense that this was far more than a local church. It 
was a place of transformation, compassion, discipleship, community engagement, and ministry 
impact. I remember standing there in awe, trying to comprehend the scale of what I was seeing. 

In the dream, another person stood beside me. Curious about the size of the property, I asked, 
“How many acres is all of this?” The reply came immediately: “6 acres”. 
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That morning, after breakfast, I called a builder from our church and asked him, out of interest, 
to calculate the combined acreage of our current church property, the vacant land to the right, 
and the neighbouring old Sunny Crust site to the left (where the op shop is). Later that day, he 
called back with the result: “The entire lot comes to 6.1 acres.” 

I was astonished. The acreage in the dream and the acreage in reality were virtually identical. 

I believe this was a prophetic glimpse of what the Lord desires to accomplish in His time. Not 
merely the expansion of property, but the expansion of ministry influence. It is a vision that calls 
us to faith, courage, generosity, and expectation. As we began this year declaring the promise of 
Isaiah 54:2, “Enlarge the place of your tent, and let them stretch out the curtains of your 
dwellings; do not hold back; lengthen your cords, and strengthen your stakes”, we sensed the 
Lord inviting us to believe for more. 

This future projection represents more than land and buildings. It represents lives transformed, 
communities served, families strengthened, and generations impacted. It is a reminder that God 
often reveals tomorrow’s possibilities so His people can have the faith to prepare today. We 
believe that one day these 6 acres will stand as an Integrated Ministry and Community Precinct, 
a place where the love of Christ is demonstrated both spiritually and practically, bringing hope, 
healing, and transformation to our region and beyond. 

NLC VENUE UPGRADE & EXPANSION  

We are currently in the early stages of development regarding the expansion and extension of 
our church facility. The goal and vision behind the expansion is three-fold. 

1. Renovate MP1: To transform the large area where the kitchen is into a vibrant, multi-
functional hub that reflects the heart and hospitality of our church - a stylishly designed 
café-style space, complete with a modern kitchen, seating, and foyer area where people can 
connect, relax, and build community after services. This will not only enhance the 
atmosphere but also create new opportunities for fellowship and outreach. 
 

2. Potentially build another storey above MP1, which will house the entire children’s ministry 
and future offices. At this stage we forecast the first storey to be two-thirds the size of the 
auditorium.  

 
3. Repurpose the current office space, and MP2 room, and the whole lower wing into a 

permanent Food Relief Centre. A purpose-built Food Relief Centre would dramatically 
improve operational efficiency by providing permanent shelving, storage, sorting areas, 
intake stations, and distribution facilities. The establishment of a permanent Food Relief 
Centre would also position us for future growth, enabling increased food storage capacity, 
stronger partnerships with community organisations and suppliers, expanded volunteer 
involvement, and the ability to respond more effectively to emerging needs within our 
region. 
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Additionally, we wish to also install a large LED screen on the main stage, which would elevate 
our worship, presentations, and communication to an entirely new level, allowing us to deliver 
messages and productions with greater creativity and impact.  

 
 

We are building not just for today, but for the generations to come - creating a space that 
honours God, serves people, and inspires transformation.  

 

 

“I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with 
joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of 

this, that He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus.”  

 

Philippians 1:3-6 


